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“Surgery or Autopsy?”      Canons of Dort Head III/IV Art’s 1-5   Text – Eph. 2:1-3     OT Reading – Ezekiel 36:16-32

Congregation of the Lord Jesus Christ,
Today each one us gets to play the role of Emergency Room doctor.  
There is a body on the operating table in front of us.  There are no patient notes and nothing is known about the condition of this person.  The patient has simply been found by an ambulance crew and whisked off to hospital and placed on the table.  It is up to us, now, to diagnose the patient’s condition.
Well, Sr’s Rina and Naomi, and probably others, would be far more qualified than you and I to suggest what we do first, but I expect most of us have seen enough on TV about emergency room procedures to think we could do a half-decent job.  
And it makes sense that the first thing that needs to be established is the answer to this question: Surgery or Autopsy?  
Are we dealing here with someone who is injured or sick, who we can fix up, or are we beyond that?  Surgery or Autopsy?  
And I expect you have worked out already that the hospital we are in is a spiritual hospital.  
It is not a place for checking broken bones and internal organs but a place that analyzes the soul.  We need to get right inside the furthest recesses of the soul to check its health.  Surgery or Autopsy?  Is this soul sick or is it dead?
But before you start to get squeamish as though this might get rather messy, do not fear.  This spiritual hospital is equipped with a state of the art X-ray machine.  It is called the Bible.  And it is all we need to make this diagnosis.  And it is an amazing machine.  Because not only can it analyze the patient’s condition, it can also tell us who the patient is.

So, we have switched the machine on, we have run the test, and now, all we need to do is read the report, which we have here in the word of Ephesians 2:1-3. 
And the first thing we consider is the identity of the patient.  And its right there in 2:1, “As for you.”  
1. Well, that’s a start, but clearly to know who the “you” is that is being referred to here, we need to read a bit wider than just that verse.  Obviously, the author of these words has already established who he means by “you.”  So let’s go further back into the report to see where he makes that clear.  
a. And if you go backwards through the verses of chapter 1, the first personal reference you come across is in v19 where he mentions “us”: “and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”  
i. Interestingly then, the author of these words sees himself as linked to the “you” of 2:1 – “you” and me makes “us.”  
b. And from v18 right through to v3, you get lots more of “us” and “we” and “you” and “your.”  They are scattered all over the place.  
c. So now, we are all the way back to vv1-2.  And there the identity of the patient is made clear for we see that Paul writes to “the saints at Ephesus, the faithful in Jesus Christ.”  
i. And the word “saints” in this verse makes one thing helpfully clear – the “you” being talked about here is not singular but plural.  This is not one person but many.  
d. Now, in Greek, this is actually quite clear in 2:1 for Greek has one word for you, singular, and another for you, plural.  And the Greek “you” of 2:1 is the plural form.  
i. But English doesn’t differentiate between a singular you or a plural you.  You are going to need some sort of language tool to help you work that out from an English Bible.  
ii. In the USA, when you talk about one person it is ‘you,’ but when you talk about more than one person it is ‘y’all.’  So, maybe that’s the solution?  “As for y’all, y’all were dead in y’all’s transgressions and sins…”  
e. So, at the very least, the patient on the table before us is the Ephesian believers.  
2. But is that all?  Are they the only ones in view here?  Well, we can answer this in two ways.  
a. What we are reading here is the living Word of God.  
i. It was written to specific believers, yes.  But because of the power of the Holy Spirit, it is God’s Word to all believers.  
ii. So, a book addressed to the “saints” is a book addressed to all believers.  We also are the “you” of 2:1.  
b. But Ephesians itself also makes this explicit.  
i. If you turn over to 4:17, Paul says there, “So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you (or y’all) must no longer live as the Gentiles do.”  
A. And he then goes on to describe how the Gentiles live. 
ii. So if we come back to 2:1, we see a clear link between Paul’s words there and Paul’s words in 4:17.  “As for y’all (you Ephesian Gentile believers) y’all were dead (y’all were like what the rest of the Gentiles are now).  
A. All Gentiles then, at one point in time, were ‘dead.’

iii. And, if you then go on to v3, Paul says, “All of us also lived among them at one time.”  
A. And by that word “us” Paul is referring to himself and his fellow Jewish believers.  Jewish believers too were like the Gentile non-believers are now.  
c. What we see then is that all Gentiles and all Jews begin life in the condition that is described here in vv1-3.  

i. And that is the condition of the patient that needs to be diagnosed today.  Clearly, that condition changes for some.  Some were like this but are not any more.  
A. But we need to understand the diagnosis of the condition that all human beings begin life in – the one described here in vv1b-3.  
1) And again, the question is Surgery or autopsy?
3. Now, before we do that, I need to pause here and give you a little clue as to where we will end up.  And brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls, this is incredible!  The clue comes from the words of vv1-3 and the context.  
a. You see, if you follow the flow of Paul’s argument in these verses, notice what happens:  In 1:15, he tells these believers that he regularly prays for them and then he explains what he prays for on their behalf.  
i. He says, in v17, I ask that God may give you “the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know Him better.”  
ii. And then, in v18, I pray that you may be enlightened to know “the hope to which He called you, the riches of His glorious inheritance in the saints, and His incomparably great power for us who believe.”  
A. And that power is obviously a key thing in Paul’s mind, because he then goes on to explain the power of that power in the next verse!  It is resurrection power!  It is the power that raised Jesus Christ from the dead and seated Him in heaven!  
B. And here at the beginning of ch. 2, Paul wants believers to know that the same power that raised Jesus from the dead and exalted Him to heaven is the power that has raised them from the dead and exalted them to heaven. 

1) And here is how he does this.  He ends ch. 1 by talking about the power that raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him “in the heavenly realms.”  Do you see that at the end of v20?

2) And then he continues in 2:1 with “as for you, you were dead,” and then if you skip to v4, “but because of His great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ,” and down to v6, “and seated us with Him in the heavenly realms.”  
a) Do you see how the language connections between Jesus and believers?  

i) God raised Jesus from the dead and seated Him in the heavenly realms and you too were dead and God raised you and seated you in the heavenly realms.  
3) That’s Paul’s main point here.  You have benefited from God’s resurrection power!
a) Because Jesus is in heaven and because the Holy Spirit has joined you to Jesus, you are already in heaven with Christ!

b. And what this means then is that the rest of 2:1-3 is a side point or a secondary point.  Paul veers off from his main argument to say a few words about what believers used to be.  Ok?  
i. It is, I want you to know the power that raised Jesus from the dead and exalted Him to heaven for it is the same power that raised you from the dead and exalted you to heaven!  But let me enhance that by reminding you what you once were; what you have been raised from.
So, let’s look then at this description of mankind’s natural condition – what every human being is before this resurrection power works within him or her.
1. And congregation, I am sure that you already know the answer to this.  The main argument here is resurrection power and the very first word that Paul uses to describe this natural condition is “dead.”  There is nothing super complicated about this diagnosis!  It is quite straight forward.  We can already answer our question – surgery would be a waste of time.  We are not dealing here with someone sick or injured.  We are dealing with a dead body.  
a. And we are not taking too much out of this one word here in Ephesians.  
i. James 2:26 says, “The body without the Spirit is dead.”  
ii. Colossians 2:13, “When you were dead in your sins and in the uncircumcision of your sinful nature, God made you alive with Christ.”  
iii. Recall what we read earlier from Ephesians 4:17 about unbelievers who live “in the futility of their thinking.  They are darkened in their understanding and separated from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their hearts.  Having lost all sensitivity, they have given themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more.”  
b. And that spiritual deadness is what Paul describes here in vv1-3.  He says, “You were dead in your transgressions and sins.
i. The word “Transgressions” literally refers to ‘moving away from the right path.’  

1. Boys and girls, if your parents say to you, “I want you to tidy up that pile of clothes on the floor in your room and then set the table for dinner” and you head to your room and start reading the book that lies open on your bed, you have committed a transgression; you have moved away from the right path.  

ii. The word “sins” refers to ‘missing the mark.’  

1. It comes from the Greek world of spears and targets.

(a) God sets the target – perfect commandment keeping.  But all our efforst miss the mark – they never hit the target.  
iii. And these are two ways that we break God’s commandments:  We veer off the path He has set and we never hit the target He has set.  So, with these two words; “transgressions and sins,” Paul means to describe every possible way that wrong can be done.  

iv. And in case you wonder how helping a little old lady to cross the road could possibly be a sin or transgression, if you begin just with motivation, there are already significant problems.  Does the non-believer do this because he loves the God of the Bible with heart, soul, mind and strength as the Bible commands?  No he does not.  Thus, even that act misses the mark and is a sin.
1. And this is why the Bible is right when it describes unbelieving man in this way in Genesis 6, “Every inclination of the thoughts of his heart [is] only evil all the time.”  

2. And in John 8:34, Jesus is talking to unbelieving Pharisees.  And He says to them, “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin … You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire.”

c. And it is this deadness of slavery to sin and the devil that Paul continues to explore in vv2-3.

i. Unbelieving man follows “the ways of this world.”  

1. And the Greek word that translates as “world” is the word “Kosmos.”  

2. It is found approximately 180 times in the NT and almost every time it has is used in a negative sense.  

(a) For example, in James 1:27 where it says, “Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world.”  
(b) It is what we have been talking about in the Acts 17 sermons – the philosophy and religion and morality of unbelieving man.  
(c) It is what Romans 1 pictures so graphically.
3. The way of the world then stands in clear contrast to the way of the Lord.  
d. But that is not all.  Natural man is also a slave to “the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit now at work in those who are disobedient.”  

i. You know, one of the worst things that Hollywood ever did for the cause of Christianity was to portray the devil as a red man with a cape, 2 horns, a goatee, and a pitchfork.  Because that makes him easy to look out for.  

A. The Bible, however, tells us that he comes like the serpent that came to Eve; in whatever form that most suits his purposes.  

1) The Bible tells us that he masquerades as an angel of light, mixing enough good with his evil so that the poison is swallowed with gladness.  

2) The Bible calls him the deceiver, the father of lies, and the crafty one.  

3) He is a general who has an army of many demons and one who is determined to keep those who do not believe in their unbelief, and to drag professing believers back down into unbelief.
B. And as Jesus said to those unbelieving Pharisees, “You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father's desire.”
e. And the result of this slavery to sin and the devil is what Paul describes in v3.  “All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts.”  
f. Can you see why surgery would be pointless?  We are not dealing here with a cancerous growth that can be removed.  We are dealing here with the life course of the soul which is wholly given over to evil and corruption.  This is not a soul that is partly interested in God, this is a soul that hates God.  
g. And every single human being begins life dead in sin.

i. Nothing that they do is done with the idea of pleasing God in mind.

A. They cannot reach out to God.  They cannot hear His voice.  

B. They cannot search for Him.

C. They are spiritually dead.

1) As a dead body on an operating table does not and cannot cry out to the doctor and say, “Bring me back to life!” and offer to squeeze his heart muscles if the doctor will just use the paddles of the defibrillator, so the one who is spiritually dead does not and cannot reach out to God.

Well, when all is said and done, if this were a medical hospital the diagnosis would be simple: The patient is dead, bury him.  But it is not a medical hospital is it!  It is a spiritual hospital.  It maybe that the patient on the table, the unbeliever, is spiritually dead.  But what did we read in Ezekiel 36:26?  To a dead Israel, God said, “I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh.  And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my laws.”  
There is a power available to God that is not available to our doctors – it is resurrection power!  It is the power spoken of here in Ephesians 1&2.
You see, Paul ended his description of man’s natural condition by saying, “Like the rest we were by nature objects of wrath.”  
“The wages of sin is death,” says Romans 6:23.  He who is a slave to sin and the devil deserves only eternal death.  And that brothers and sisters, young people and boys and girls is true also of you and me, as sinners.  
But God is a God of love – great love!  God is a God of grace – great grace!  God is a God of mercy – He is “rich in mercy”!  
And the reality is, as we have seen, that the normal reasoning of sinful man cannot help him become un-dead!  
And the law of God, as we have seen, cannot be kept by sinful man who is a law-hater.  All the law can do is remind him that he is dead in transgressions and sins.  
But after having said that the wages of sin is death, Romans 6:23 goes on to say, “But the gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord.”  
So to you, who up to this day have been a slave to sin and the devil, listen carefully to your only hope.  For it could be that you will one day look back at this moment and know that it was the day when God worked His incomparable resurrection power in you!  
Humble yourself before God in prayer.  Cry out to Him and acknowledge your sins.  Believe that Jesus died on the cross for the forgiveness of your sins, and you shall today rise from the dead and be seated in the heavenly realms – you shall be saved!

And believer, remember what you once were.  Remember from where you have come.  Remember what God has done in you!

Because of His great love for you, God, who is rich in mercy, made you alive with Christ, even when you were dead in transgressions – it is by grace you have been saved.  And God raised you up with Christ and seated you with Him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus.  
Praise God from whom all blessings flow.  Amen.

